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Hel.v and welcome, my name is Amold Cassadore. On January 8. I was installed Res OF THE SECAETARY
Presider: of the Jicarmlia Apache Tribe T would like to thank you for inviting me here
+0day 1o give you a broad general piviuie sbuut the availability, afferdability, and guality
of phone service on the Jicanilla Apache Tribe Reservation The Jicanlla Apache’s
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population is ﬂooon a ___ / acrereservation.

The abundant natural resources that lie within the reservation have proven to be both
our economus staple, and the source of our grestest challenges Hunting and fishing.
livestock production, and most importantly oil and gas reserves provide economic
revenue. ln 1977 the Jicarlla Apache was the first tribe in the couniry to s1mulmneuus.ly
awn and operate il and gas wells Receiving and maintaining phone services is essential
1o continue our tribal economic growth and ma'mta'm.a good quality of life for our people
Due to the remota location of the Jicarilla Reservation, accessibility to communications
networks is vital to our tribe,

The Jicanila Apache have two development projects, The Integrated Resource
Management Plan and Committee and the Jicarilla Economic an¢ Industrial Commission
These groups aid with economic advice, sustaining our natural resources, identifying start.
up businesses, and relocating businesses to the reservation. Pughing forward unth .phone

sersices throughout the reservauon will guarantee economic vitality, and assuie our abibty

12 cumpete 10 2 rapidly growing technological world.




The Jicarilla Apache Tribe 1s entrepreneurial 1n nature and places heavy emphasis on
family and education In my administration as p‘re-si‘dent, I plan to take the Jicanlle Apache
people into the next millennium with full access to teéhﬁology .ahd communication
services. These services are non-nagotiable we must ha;ve .thé' ibility to compete in the
business market, provide high quality health care for 'odrséives, and link our children
academically to the rest of the world. With the onset of the global economy, Jicarilla
Apache childrer must have access to the internet and it’s uﬁbélievable wealth of resources.

As president | am well aware of the challenges that qugmg Jicanlja Apache students
face when competing with other stﬁdents across A.m_eﬁca._l am also aware of the
ditficulties that Jicarilla Apache people face when competing for jobs which require
computer skiils, and internet knowledge |

Anotner point that must be stressed is health care and th'.g._availabihty of home services
to patierts suffering from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis. ﬁypencnsion, substance abuse,
physical disabilitics, diabetes, and thosc that are ¢lderly. ér_oper communication networks
are necessary for the well being of these tribal members é.nd to assﬁre their é.bility to
receive proper diagnosis, treatment, and care.

[ deeply appreciate the opportunity to lend my subport to you and President Clinton in
overconting telephone communication barriers the Jic:arfnllé Apache tribe as a government
and as individuals face 1oday.

Thank you for your time, and I reserve the right to submit written testimony




